URGENT!  PLEASE JOIN US IN OUR REQUEST FOR IMMEDIATE WITHDRAWAL OF THE 6TH GRADE HISTORY TEXTBOOK!

IT CONCERNS US ALL!

Since 1st December, 2006, the independent magazine “ANTIBARO” (www.antibaro.gr) has initiated an online petition for collection of signatures toward to the withdrawing of the 6th Grade history textbook.  Up-to-date over 3,500 worrying and interested compatriots of ours throughout the world, independently of their social status, political belief and education, have signed a relevant protestation letter, which has already mailed electronically to the political representatives and government of Hellas.  Therefore, we invite you to read the above-mentioned letter by visiting the internet site www.antibaro.gr.  By signing that letter, you will express your concerns and objection for the adoption of that book as the textbook for the 6th Grade. 
In that protestation letter we are commending on a few selected parts of that textbook, which to our documented opinion and historical knowledge distort shamelessly the history of our nation. In addition, we are strongly condemning the way the authors of that textbook insult the struggle of our ancestors for independence through the recent eons.     

In particular, that textbook is the first attempt of producing of a new generation of neutralized Hellenes, who in the name of an “open” education, aiming at satisfying Greece’s neighbors at her expense, would have lost all its connection to our historic past, and its collective memory and conscience.  We believe that this new generation of Hellenes would be incapable of understanding our Hellenic identity and particularity, in a fast changing world which favors and encourages the communication amongst all peoples.  Now it is the right time to make every effort to put an end to that attempt of neutralizing our future generations before it is too late.
In a nutshell, the points which make that textbook inappropriate as a history textbook are:
· The Ottoman Empire and yoke are embellished by using all available tricks of concealing of the historic truth, either by omitting or altering the historic facts and interpreting them to their liking and political belief to name a few.
The enslaved Greeks appeared as living harmoniously with their Ottoman conquerors. According to the authors the enslaved Hellenes were not tortured or at least suffered under the Ottoman yoke. The infamous term “Janissaries” is not mentioned anywhere in the text, thus satisfying the demands of modern Turkish establishment for its deletion from the international bibliography.  Sultans appear easy going who allowed their subjects to be free, blaming only the tax collectors for the hardships of the people, who became rich at the subjects expense. 
· The Struggle for Independence is presented in a few lines, like an alien, insignificant event.
The official date of the beginning and commemoration of the Revolution for Independence, 25th March, 1821, The Theotokos Annunciation, has completely omitted.  Many important battles have been only tabulated chronologically.  There is only limited reference to the names and sacrifice of the heroes of the revolution. Significant historical events are missing, like Gravia, Maniaki, Dervenakia, Souli, Zaloggo fights, and the torturing of the Hellenic people as well, a testimony of its resistance, who were shouting while being tortured or dieing “Freedom or Death”.   
· The participation of the Greek Orthodox Church to the revolution is underrepresented and the importance of the Orthodox Tradition to the preservation of the national conscience is hushed up.  
The new textbook tries to separate the meaning of the state from the church.  However, we know that in the difficult years of enslavement, loss of faith meant at the same time and loss of the national identity.  Saint Kosmas of Aetolos, who founded many schools, is called simply “Kosmas”. All the available literary sources emphasize on the respect the Hellenes showed for their Orthodox Tradition, which is the foundation of the national conscience of them.  That uniting faith set ablaze the psyche and the black powder of the Hellenes and it was transformed into the Constitution.  On 8th October 1838, Theodore Kolokotronis advised the Greek Youth from the bema of Pnyka that “You should preserve and strengthen your faith, because when we began the struggle for Independence, we said this is dedicated firstly to our faith and secondly to our homeland.”  
· The genocide of the Christian population in Turkey is hushed up and the historical significance of the Asia Minor Catastrophe is nullified.   
This textbook amputates the history of the Pontian Hellenes and the Hellenes of Asia Minor thus rendering into a hubris and insult for all the refugees of that period.  Nothing is mentioned on the genocides of the Christian populations of Asia Minor which started in 1914.  The inhumane facts of the Smyrna Catastrophe in 1922 is conveniently unrepresented. There is no reference to the persecution and slaughter of Greeks and the arson of the Greek and Armenian sectors of the town. The desperate fleeing of the Greeks trying to escape the menacing onslaught of the Turks, and their uprooting from the birthplace is simply described like “a crowding together at the harbor”,  easily implying that they were trying to secure a ticket for a trip! The ethnic cleansing of the Greeks of Constantinople continued in 1955 and escalated with the pogrom of the remaining Greeks in 1964, thus terminating for good their presence in Asia Minor.  There is also no reference at all for the pogrom of the Greeks of USSR by the Stalin regime.  Kemal Ataturk is expiated for his crimes and in the book he appears simply as “the leader of the liberation war of the Turks and the next President of the Turkish Democracy”.  Coincidentally this is how he is described in the Turkish history textbook. And I ask you, what on earth is our benefit from a common history is?
· Its symbolisms have been skillfully and shrewdly chosen to lead subconsciously into wrong conclusions
The color of the Ottoman occupation in the maps is neutral, implying no occupation.  The fact that the Greek ships move “more freely” after the Treaty of Kioutsouk Kainartzi is not presented as the result of the defeat of the Ottoman Empire.  The Clefts in small “C” (sic) are not considered as a form of “resistance” and they can be identified with contemporary terrorists.  The pupil reads in the textbook: “The clefts were organized in armed bands attacking merchants, government officials, travelers, and even villages and towns, stealing money, weapons and food”. For the rest of us though, the Clefts do not “steal”, but claim, resist and fight against the brutal conqueror any way available to them. 
The Hellenes “occupy new lands”, but they do not “liberate” them. The “claims” of Hellenes for Macedonia are equated to the Bulgarian ones, thus obliterating the Hellenic history of the area.
The heroic “OXI”, which proved the contemporary Hellenes worth it of their ancient and Byzantine ancestors, has been omitted. The epic struggle of 1940 is described only by “Hellas enters the war on 28 October 1940, after she denied Mussolini’s  ultimatum”. 
According to their contract, the minimum obligation of the authors was to follow the Analytical 

Program of the Pedagogical Institute.  However, even that minimum requirement was not fulfilled.  Quoting the words of the authors’ coordinator, “we enlarged the boundaries of the Hellenic-Centric analytical programs”, thus admitting that the law the agreed upon obligations were violated. 
Are these “special” scientists planning to lead our youth of our nation to the oblivion? Does the State trust the writing of school textbooks to authors, who are disrespectful of the laws of the land?   
· Our history belongs to us, and we all deserve the Truth.
However, the Minister of Education declared: “I will not withdraw another history textbook, as it has happened in the past because they contained some provocative inaccuracies”.
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